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Clirist:oph niicigecl me In the ribs, apparently 
: pleased %¥itli Iiimself; perhaps because I had noticed 

: the unusual markings on, liis l)ack. 

But then, and in some alarm, I becanie nwam that 

the sun. had %¥estered laeyonci where I would lime 

^"^""; '■■'"'^" /-r r^^''"''";;, "^-'^^--M'^i. -- ^'■"-' -> : thought possWe in the apparent time which had 

\ III s.u»|)h:l4AU, !■.,,. ;,..:>. ^ • ^^^^^^^ p^,,. ^^^ inonieiit I forgot the cross; it was 

_ Y'"'' r"''^'' '^'"- '•'r'---^^'- '-, -'- '■■ ^■i ^■■';,-' "■'■ getting iate and I knew I would liiwe to hurry back 
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23 
very curious about the tall stranger who hiici, given 
Christoph to roe, though in time e%'en this curiosity 
%¥a.ned, and Christoph became a very real part of oiw 
fainjjy. 

Nevertheless, I. could hardly help noticing that my 
iiiotlier changed, becoming very reticent and reflect^- 
ive over the m'hole matter. On sefcral occasions I txiecl 
to draw her on as to ivlio the tail stranger might have 
been; but I got; nom-'here, in fact: she always shied 
abruptly am'ay from the question. I felt certain she 
knew, or at leaist suspectcci, far more than she ever 
sai.d; indeed, more than onct!, I caiiie upon her aind 
Christoph just standing unci looking at each other, my 
mother wrappeci in deep tlioiight, itliile Cliristoph's 
reaction could only be described as highly com- 
municati¥e. 

But I was young, and the riddle still beyond my 
reach. Besides, another and far greater matter came to 
needle my inciuisitive mind: the great cross on 
Cliristoph's back. Often I wc>ulcl look and run my 
hands along these broaci bands of darker hair, while 
within me there grew steacitly a greater interest in 
why this cross was there, and why only on a few 
donkeys and not on all of thern? This interest swelled 
an.cl filled my niincl, until soon it became an 
overwheiming and dominant need 'to know'. 

I asked my mcstticr, I asked everyone in the %'illage, 
I asked the few nuns we had at school, the priest at 
our chiirclij and strangers m'lio came to visit and enjcjy 
this {:)art of Switzerland; few %vere spared from the 
same irrterniiiiable question. But ahvays the answer, if 
there wws one at all, %voiiId basically 'be the same — 
'God ga¥e the donkey his crosSj because it was a 
donkey that carried him into Jerusalem on Palm 
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siir,fac:t% but waiicicreci easily beiiincl, a wraith among 
realities, yet no less real myself. 
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So it is through siinpiicity that knowledge comes 
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